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Please complete the notecard with the information 
as follows.



WEKIWA SPRINGS AREA 
SEPTIC TANK RETROFIT PROJECT

Orange County 
Board of County Commissioners

District 2 – Celebrating Success 

November 2019



Introduction

Phil Diamond 
Orange County Comptroller
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Presentation Outline

• Quick review in cafeteria 

• Neighborhood meetings in classrooms

• Individual homeowners meet in cafeteria

• MSBU ballot language & advocacy 
discussion in cafeteria 

• Celebrating success
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Quick Review 

• The Wekiva River and Rock Springs Run 
are impaired for nutrients:
− phosphorus and
− the nitrate form of nitrogen

 Excess nutrients cause overabundance of 
algae 
 Algae can cause 
 fish kills
 smother river bottom
 reduce the diversity 
of plants and animals
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Quick Review 

• 2016 Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection Act 
requires update to BMAP
- Creates Priority Focus Area (PFA) Boundary
- 5, 10, 15 year milestones
- 100% reduction plan by year 15
- Requires treatment of septic loads 
- Requires education plan
‒ Orange County is the largest stakeholder
‒ Significant financial investment is required to 

meet State standards
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Quick Review 

Priority Focus Area Requirements
• Remediation plan for any BMAP where septic 

tanks contribute to more than 20% of load to an 
Outstanding Florida Spring
‒ Target lots on less than 1 acre
‒ Target lots where groundwater is most 

vulnerable

• FDOH permitting authority
‒ Failure of existing system – upgrade 

drainfield or connect to sanitary system if 
available

‒ New subdivisions – install enhanced drainfield
or be subject to future conversions
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Quick Review 

• 1,427 subdivisions with septic tanks subdivisions in 
the Wekiwa BMAP PFA 

• 769 subdivisions 
with septic tanks 
within the Wekiwa
BMAP PFA and 
OCU wastewater 
service area



Wekiva Highlands

Sweetwater West

Palms Phase I

Palms Phase II
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Quick Review
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Quick Review

• Existing septic tank to be abandoned, drain field 
abandoned in place

• New sewer service lateral will be installed from 
home main line to connection point at property 
line near right of way cleanouts 

• Installed in accordance with plumbing codes 
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Quick Review
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Quick Review

Septic Tank 
Improvements

Cost per Lot

Gravity Collection $60,000
Pressure System $30,000
Advanced Treatment Unit 
(ATU)

$15,000 to 
$20,000

Drainfield Replacement $5,000 to 
$10,000 

Alternatives to Septic Tank
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Quick Review

• Potential Schedule
‒ Design 1.5 years
‒ Land Acquisition 0.5 years
‒ Construction 2.0 years
‒ Total 4.0 years
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• Celebrating success



Individual Neighborhood 
Meetings 
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Room Number Subdivision
106 – Music Room Palms I,II,III,IV

108 Majestic Oaks/Sweetwater CC
109 Sweetwater West
112 Heatheroak/Silver Rose
113 Bentley Woods/Sweetaire
114 Wekiva Manor/Adams Ridge
118 Lake Mendelin Estates/Lake 

Cortez Woods
120 – Art Room Bent Oak

122 Wekiva Ridge/Carol Woods
123 – Media Center Rolling Oaks/Carlton Oaks 
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Individual Homeowners

• Featuring
− Andres Salcedo

– Orange County Utilities
− Julie Bortles

– Orange County Environmental Protection
− Bob Samson

– The Sludge Report 
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MSBU Balloting Process

• Presented by Ann Dawkins, Orange 
County Comptroller’s Office
− MSBU provides the ability to finance 

over a 10-year period
− Property owner also has the option of 

paying cost in full 
− Interest rate is determined by 

bi-annual average of local 
mortgage interest rates 

•
21

Interest rate is determined by bi-annual 
average of local mortgage interest rates



MSBU Balloting Process

• Phase I is expected to receive 
ballots  by April 2020

• All ballots must be returned within 
30 days

• Ballot must be postmarked by the 
date identified in letter received 
with ballot
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MSBU Balloting Process

• Commissioner Moore’s Office will 
inform you of voting results

• Results will be known approximately 
45 days after ballots are mailed

• Public Hearing before Orange County 
Board of County Commissioners in 
2021 

• Assessment will begin upon start of 
construction 
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MSBU Balloting Process

24



MSBU Balloting Process
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MSBU Balloting Process
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MSBU Balloting Process
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Advocacy 
• GOAL: Secure state funding 
• Activities: 

–Write to your local legislators
–Travel to Tallahassee to 

work on passage
–Advocate with the Governor to keep 

funding in the budget 
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Write to your local legislators

Travel to Tallahassee to work on passage

Advocate with the Governor to keep funding in the budget



Advocacy 
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Next step goal: 
• 250 letters of support for the Wekiwa

Springs septic to sewer allocation 

• Senator David Simmons
• 220 Crown Oak 

Centre Drive
Longwood, FL 32750

• (407) 262-7578
simmons.david.web@flsenate.gov

• Rep. Jennifer Sullivan 
• Unit D, 2755 South 

Bay Street Eustis, FL 
32726-6587

• (352) 742-6275
Jennifer.Sullivan@myfloridahouse.gov

Senator David Simmons Rep. Jennifer Sullivan 

220 Crown Oak Centre Drive Longwood, FL 32750 Unit D, 2755 South Bay Street Eustis, FL 32726-6587

(407) 262-7578 (352) 742-6275
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Celebrating Success !!

Sweetwater West
Palms 1,2,3,4
Bent Oak
Silver Rose
Sweetwater CC Place
Wekiva Ridge
Majestic Oaks

Carol Woods
Bentley Wood
Sweetaire
Lake Mendelin Estate
Lake Cortez Woods
Wekiwa Manor
Rolling Oaks*
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Congratulations on your success on reaching 67%



Celebrating Success !!
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