






WETLAND MITIGATION
Preservation – To protect and maintain existing wetlands from harm or destruction
Enhancement – Improvement of specific functions of an existing wetland
Creation – Artificially creating wetlands in areas that have never hosted this type of ecosystem
Restoration - The return of a wetland to a close approximation of its condition prior to disturbance

On-Site
Mitigation within the 
project site
Small conservation 
easements (CEs) will no 
longer be accepted
Amendments to CEs 
only considered with 
limited exceptions

Off-Site
Mitigation at off-site 

property that is not 
within a bank
Small CEs will no longer 

be accepted
Amendments to CEs only 

considered with limited 
exceptions

Banking

Purchase of mitigation 
credits at a permitted 
bank
Applicant should 

purchase credits within 
Orange County when 
available

In-Lieu Fee

Monetary contribution to 
Conservation Trust Fund
Codify new methodology 

for evaluating fees
Fee would be 

comparable to mitigation 
banking fee

New Maintenance & Monitoring 
Requirements

 All on-site and off-site mitigation will now 
require perpetual maintenance and 
monitoring
 Maintain <5% invasive/exotic species
 Periodic trash removal

 Reporting:
 Annual Reports for first 5 years
 After 5 years, reports every 2-3 years

 Wildlife-friendly fencing
 Prevent encroachment
 Maintain around entire wetland

 Signage
Perpetual Maintenance = Wetland Longevity

• Healthy vegetation community
• Native species recruitment
• Minimal invasive species (< 5%)
• Maintains ecological function

We want your feedback!

 CE Size Limits
 Reporting & Maintenance Requirements



UPLAND BUFFERS
New Buffer Requirements

 Minimum 100-foot natural, undisturbed buffer required for all sites 
except those with limited uplands
 Minimum 25-feet, Average 50-feet for sites with limited uplands
 Mitigation required if buffer requirement cannot be met
 Additional buffer sizes may be required for sites including modifiers 

(ex. OFWs, Special Protection Areas, etc.)

Research Basis for 100-foot Buffer
 Research from a metanalysis of 130+ studies
 Studies focused on Florida wetlands
 100 feet is included in the recommended buffer range for 8 out of 9 purposes

Upland Buffers Provide 
Critical Protections to 

Wetlands:

Human Disturbance Prevention

Wildlife & Habitat Protection

Pollutant Filtration

Flood Attenuation

Climate Regulation

Maintain Biodiversity

We want your 
feedback!

 Buffer sizes
 Parcels with limited 

uplands



EXISTING SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS

CURRENT PERMITTING CRITERIA:
Buffers – 1,100 feet from the river’s edge, 550 feet from major tributary edge, and 50 feet landward of wetlands within the Econ River 
Protection Area; 550 feet from the river’s edge in the Wekiva River Protection Area
Econlockhatchee and Wekiva River Protection Areas – T/E species survey, native plants for landscaping, stormwater pond separation, 
BCC approval of permit, archaeological/historical review, preservation of rare upland habitat 
Environmental Land Stewardship Program – Also applies to a portion of the Econ River Protection Area
- Utilize existing wetland crossings
- Preserve wetland/wildlife corridors

- Incorporate firewise techniques
- Utilize water conservation measures



PROPOSED SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS

We want your 
feedback!

 Proposed additional Special Protection Areas
 New permitting requirements
 Buffer sizes
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